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One of the tragedies of life is that many times a group of people
will pick on someone not because he has done bad things or hee—eewaayed
shomeow has provoked them, but just because this group feels that
this certain person is just too good. They feel that it is not right
to have such a good person Hiwe=m in their midst. They feel that
thag person's goodness somehow threatens them. They want to bring
that person down to their level. They try to tempt him, and if this ‘
fails they try to either mentally or even physically destroy him.

We see this often in inmer city schools where Jdweswiiy children from
certain groups are afraid to do well because if they do well they
will be ostracized by their own group, mocked and even beaten up.

This was also true in turn of the century college America where the

gentlemen's "C" was considered chic and right and anybody who worked

hard to get A's was considered overbearing and pushy.

There seems to be inbornm within all of us an urge to bring down anybody
who seems to be doing better than what the group he belongs to thinks
1s the norm. People sarcastically refer to those who try to do better

as uppity, arrogant, overbearing. This is perhaps understandable

’ onptleg.  Pelsn'>
in the economic sphere where people can feel that ctiver—pewplels success
reflects badly on them and makes them look like failures to themselves

and to their families, but this is terribly hard to understand in

the moral sphere. Why should people consciously try to destroy other

» or i
people because they think they are too good? It is true that sometimes

good people can act smug and self-complacent and terribly judgemental

rhem
and provoke ordinary people to hate and attack geedmpeopie, but, generally,

this is not so. Truly good people are not smug and complacent, but

it does not stop them from being attacked. You can see this phenomenom
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even among children. Many times a group of children will purposefully

try to destroy the soft, gentle, good soul among them.

We Jews especially have been singled out for hatred and persecution
mainly because we have achieved great things for ourselves and for
others in the countries in which we have lived. This has provoked

much jealousy and hatred. We have been labeled uppity and arrogant,
etc. After we have been expelled from these countries, These countries
have regretted what they have done. Their own standard of living

has dropped, the creative energy of that country has diminished, and
then they have become sorry. Even tessy Poland, which systematically
expelled the remmente=ef thgvjiws who survived the Holocaust now is

sorry and wants us to come back.

Perhaps the key to understanding this phenomena is found in the Torah
portion Vayeshev where we learn how Joseph was singled out and hated

by his brothers. One of the great errors that people make in life .
is to feel that unless they are perfect they do not deserve Eo be
loved. They also feel that love is finite. They feel that if a father
and mother love one sibling they cannot love the other siblings equedsy
wedl. This same idea is also transferred to G-d. People feel that
unless they are perfect G-d will not love them and that G-d's love

is finite, that G-d cannot love them all. He does not have that much
love. He only can love the good ones. Perhaps that is why good people
are attacked. Perhaps people feel that if they can destroy a good
person or at least bring him down to their level, they will then have
an equal chance at sharing G-d's love. Perhaps then they will all

get a little piece of it, but otherwise they have no chance; otherwise,
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all their parents' or G-d's love will go only to the good people.
y 8

This, of course, is a false idea. G-d loves us even if we are not
perfect. G-d would like us to try to be perfect, but He knows that
we cannot be perfect but He loves us anyway. G-d also knows that

we all do not start from the same place, that some of us are born
with more understanding, compassionate souls than others. All

G-d asks is that we try to do the bes:%:; can but He will love us
anyway as long as we want Him to love us. If we reject His love then
it is our fault but, no matter what we have done, He will always love

us if we will but turn to Him.

The brothers of Joseph made this same fundamental error. They thought
that their father's love was finite and that they had to be perfect

to deserve it. They thought that since their father loved Joseph

he could not love them. They also thought that their father loved
Joseph because he tattletaled on them to their father, but, the truth .
of the matter is, Jacob loved Joseph in spite of the fact that he
tattletaled. The Torah is very clear when it says that the reason

that Jacob loved Joseph was because he was a "Ben Zekunim", which
normally is translated as "a son of his old age", but really heteif
means that Joseph was a scholar. After all, Joséph was not much younger
than his other brothers and he had a\m‘itothet, Benjamin. Jacob

did not love Joseph more than the rest of his brothers because Joseph
tattled on them. He loved him more because Joseph loved to learn

and Jacob loved to teach. Jacob knew that Joseph was not perfect.

Jacob knew that Joseph had faults. The text even says how Jacob rebuked

Joseph for telling his brothers about his dreams. Jacob even told
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Joseph to "go and see the Sholom of your brothers, the wholeness of
your brothers". Jacob was not oblivious to Joseph's faults but he
loved him anyway just as he loved his other sons in spite of their
faults. Jacob, of al| the patriarchs, knew his children the best and
he never rejected any of his children. He rebuked them when they

were wrong, but he always loved them. He loved them in spite of their’

faults.

Joseph, though, throughout his life was always the target of hatred

and envy because he did stand out above others. He was the only one

with the exception of Noah who is known in our tradition as "HaTzedik,

the righteous one". He was not perfect but he had a good mind and

a compassionate heart. He was thrown into prison for no good reason

because the wife of his Egyptian master could not stand his goodness
15“&\&&-

and wanted to seduce him and bring him downs In prison Joseph rose

to high position again because of his talents. He matured in prison

and learned how to stress his compassion over his talents. He especially .

learned how to listen to the dreams of others as well as to his own.

G-d's love is not finite, and it is not true that we have to be perfect
in order to deserve it. This doctrine that you have to be perfect

in order to be loved has caused so many lies and 5o much injustice
because when people find out that they are not perfect they immediately
start to cover up so that they will not lose the love they have.

They deny that they have done anything wrong so they will not lose
their spouse’s, their parents', their children's, and especially

G-d's love. G-d, though, loves us even if we are not perfect and

His love is infinite.
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Chanukah teaches us why we Jews have been singled out for persecution.
Many times the nations of the world do not like the message which
Judaism teaches. They do not like to hear the message that we all

are not perfect, that there is no perfect society or people, that

we all must constantly try to improve. People hate to hear that message.
They like to believe that they are perfect so that they can feel that,
one, they deserve the love of p&pmie and the love of G-d, and, two,

so that they do not have to make the arduous efforts needed to improve,

and, three, so that they can persecute and harm others who tell them

they are not perfect with a clear conscience.

The symbol of Chanukah is the lit candle. We light ofe candle five
times in Judaism. The first time we light a candle is Erev Pesach

when we search for chometz. Searching for chometz signifies not only

a physical search bugh; spiritual search as well. We are constantly

to look for the truth. We are constantly to recognize the truh that

we are not perfect, the truth that destroying other people will not .
make us more perfect. The second time we light a candle in Judaism

is on Shabbos. Shabbos teaches us that we deserve to be loved (by
others and by G-d) just because we exist, not because we produce.

Even if we produce nothing we still deserve to be loved, and on Shabbos
we do not produce anything. The third time we light a candle is at
Havdallah. Havdallah is a multiwicked candle. This teaches us that

Hago sl
light and love are infinite. From one candle you can light hiqeqd¥¥¥

iens of candles and the original light is not diminished. So
it is with love. Love is not finite. G-d can love us all. .Just

because He loves one person or people does not mean He cannot love
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other people or persons aecby.

The fourth time we light a candle is when someone dies. This teaches
us that everyone has a role to play, that everyone is missed, that
whether we have large talents or small talents, great compassionate
souls or small souls, we are still needed and are still loved. Finally,
we light a candle at Chanukah to teach us all that we should never
e e siyles &s’oz’df"

put down others because they seem to mew€ goodness or because uiswy

o0 . .
questEen our state of perfection. The Greeks could not stand us Jews

because we questioned their ideals. We said beauty without goodness

is nothing. We said that Greek society was not perfect.

The story of Joseph and his brothers and Chanukah teach us that
G-d's love is infinite and that we do not have to be perfect to deserve

. ) i WORT™ T AVTWRE_
it. We should always remember this so that we will always rewsab®r

thm’:mw“:weet, gentle neshomas m L destroyed—.ﬂwm .
We need the Josephs of the world, and even though we know that they
are not totally perfect we should never try to destroy them or bring
them down to our level just because we are afraid that if we do not
destroy them we will not be deserving of G-d's love. G-d loves us
bl res.
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all in spite of our faults




